paratively pure, exhibits very different shades of color, varying from a deep orange to a light lemon yellow, and though it is commonly found in primary formations, yet, occurs in considerable quantities mixed with the alluvial soil, deposited in the beds and on the shores of mountain streams.
Various methods have, from time to time, been devised for freeing gold from impurities, (whether earthy or metallic,) with which it is found in combination. A method most commonly practiced at one time was amalgamation, a process liable to many objections. Another process consists in separating it from copper or silver, by means of nitric acid.
The process for the purification of gold proposed by Graham, page Gold is malleable and ductile to a remarkable extent, and is thus made one of the most useful metals in the arts for covering surfaces, with a material which will not tarnish on exposure to the air; it is also now very extensively used in the various operations of dentistry, (a description of which would be foreign to the purpose of this article.) Gold may be hammered by a process termed "gold-beating," into leaves, not exceeding the 280,000th of an inch in thickness, in which condition, they are diaphanous, admitting to the eye when held before it, a greenish light; and one grain may be extended into a wire five hundred feet in length.
We proceed to give below, (for the benefit of such as may be interested,) an account of the procees of "gold-beating," copied from "Tomlinson's Cyclopoedia of the Useful Arts," page 793.
"The gold employed by the 'gold-beater' should be pure; but various colors are obtained by alloys with silver or with copper, in different proportions. The 
